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Mr. MOUNTAGYU 
To the | 


1- Freaſurer: 


One of the 11*, the other of the 
18* of Jan. 167 


- Which were read in the 


Þ- 


' HOUSE of COMMONS. 


Together with the 


Lord Treaſurer's SPEE C H ; in 
the HOUSE OF PEERS, upon an 


A Impeachment of High Treaſon , GCC. 
brought up. againſt is Lordſhip by the 


Houſe of Commons, Decem. 23. 1 678. 
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FE Parts. Fan. 11. 1671 
My Lord, 
27 Have net had the Honour of any 
LIST”, from your Lordſhip, in Anſwer to 
PTS all thoſe, whereinT gave youthe beft 
, 7N @N. account I could of matters here; b 
ER. the Expreſs I ſent. Nor indeedco 
Ie + his Majeſty could take an 
| . ſudden reſolution in matters of G 
great moment. . 
| - The occaſion of my giving you this trouble, is, to 
| give you ;the beſt light I can into the reaſon of Mr. de Ee” 
Rouvigny's Sons Journey into England, who will be + _ 7 
| there perhaps as ſoon as this Letter, It his Father's age TA 
| would have permitted it, I believe they would have ſent BS 
him ; ſo they have choſen the Son, who is to make uſe - 
of Lights his Father will give him, -and by the near 
relation he hath to my Lady Yaughan, who 1s his Cou- 
ſn-German, and the particular Friendſhip which Fa- 
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(4) 
ther and Son have with Mr. W:/l:am Ruſſel, he is to be 


introdyced Sat6\4 grfar\corhinetce" ith the Malecon- 
hank YT We EESS We; infinuate what they 
ſhall think fit to croſs your Meaſures at Court, if they 
ſhall prove difagreeable here :* Whilſt Mr. Bari/on goes 
on in his ſmooth civil way, ,___ EO a 

I thought, * my' duty to hi Mijeſty, to give your 
Lordſhip this account —_ I have hot plated 
This matter” ſo" muck in my Letter to the Secretary ; 
wherefore 1 hope you will let this be ſeen by none but 
his Majeſty.- What I know farther ofthis, or any thing 
elſe, you ſhall always be acquainted with. They are 


here in great-pain, tiflit beknown what will become 


of the Parliament, and do not ſick to fay, If that be put 
oft for a month, they doubt not ofa Peace. Iam with 
all reſpect; | 
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EET: Moſt obedient and humble Ser uaſs 


_©R. Montagu: - -- 
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be, inform'd of _ things _— and hath told- me 
thereaſonof:Roxvigny's Journ 


to be led away VP the T Grand Treaſurer ;. who was an 
[i 


Fares at Court. 
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£ Fares Fan. 18. 1677 


49 Lord; 


Ince. E ſealed i: up amt bon by my Lord Durblane, 
1 have. had one peelth me that 18 very exactly; as can 


F 
y 


- His. chief Errand'1s, to let the - King know: that the 
King of: France did. hope he-was fo firm to him,! a$not 


ambitious man,and,to keep himſelt well with the people, 
would oratifie their inclinations by leading his Maſter 
unto an unreaſonable War againſt France. That as tor 
money, it he wanted it, he ſhould have what he would _ 
from hence. 

His inſtructions are, if this does not take, by the - 
means of Wiff, Ruſſel, and other diſcontented people, 
to give a great deal of money, and croſs all your mea- 


When he gives you his Fathers Letter of Recom- 
mendation 
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mendation, you cannot chuſe but be very kind to him, - 


ſince the chief part of his; journey. to dayou ſo good 
offices: "My Lord,” if I'might be worthy to give my 
adviſe, who ſee things upon theplace, there could be 
nothing better done;-thetr after he hath been two days 
in England, for the King to give you order to tell Mop- 
we, rior, that he knows Rowwigny hath a Relation 
and Commerce with people ill affected tothe Govern- 
fent7; and would be thereforeglad to have him retire. 
You cannot imagine how it would damp them here, 
when they Thall Tee” their little tricks do not paſs upon 
us, 

And old Rewvigny, that values himſelf upon knowin 
England, and having ſaved ſo much money as he had 
( by what I told you formerly ) order to: give, ' hath 
given it them for a Maxim, That they diminiſh 
your Credit, before they can do any good in England, 
But ſince their chief quarrel 'to- you is, the being fo 
true to your Maſters Intereſt, I am fure he is too juſt 

to let them do you any hurt. | Ts 

If the King is for a War, you know what to do ; if 


he hearkens to their money, be pleaſed to let me know 


what they offer, and 1 dare anfwer, to get ourMaſter 


as much again: for Bari/oz's orders are to make the mar- 
ket asJow as he can. I am, &c. 


R. Mountagy, 


I 
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' LORD TREASURERS 


SPEECH 


la. the Houſe of PEERS, upon 


Lops of Hiph-Treaſon ; We. 
' againſt his Lordſhip by the 
Flow of omtnons. Decem, 23. 1678. 


th Cords, | 


"27 | Hope will a6t-enter #ny Os 
_= ther yo before you ron any green 
== that liberty to me, which is the 2h 

$ yikedg of every Peer, to beheard up 

A fy accuſrtion that is brought againſt 

 Hirm, though of far leſs nwment chin 

wine yo newly read againſt my ſelf. = 
'T-e6nfefs.T ſhould have heard thiScharge with hor- 
roar, if the matter of ir had been trac ; but T thank 

G6d, I know ' my trnocencyto befo great, that itpro- 


recs the from allſortof fear, bur that of lying under . 


I black a CharaQter; as = be believed by thoſe that 
cannot hear my defence ; 
to: think that it is etutyialiczed inthe hetirts of the 
greateſt part of thoſe that have been informed againſt 
ihe. » l LY90 [1 ; ff | 


I have the confidence - 


I muſt 


I muſt needs confeſs that I thought my ſelf the laſt 
man in this Kingdom thatjhonld ever have been in dan- 
ger of being accuſed for Treaſon, becauſe I know 
no mgn-that abhors it more, end.that wauld elit 
more-yigoroufly-than my felt, gainſt abelian d be 
_Euilty of it. Nay to ſuch a degree is my Deteſtation 
of that Crimeythat wef I the dnt Child 
_ were guilty of it, I would willingly tbe his Exe- 
—_— 9 hh A gs | 
My Lords, I know this1s not the time;for Neto El- 
ter regularly' upon -my defence” beekitfe*] knd viel 
Lordihips will-tirſt: order me x'iQopy-.ofmy: Charge, 
and, appoint! me, a tipne! for-my Vindieatigns; when I 
doubt not *but to do it to the tall fatisfagtion gf your 
Lordſhips and of all the World. In' the mezn'time I 
will > beg leave to obſerveto your Lordſhips, that 
"thoſe Articles in this Charge which can ſeemtq have any 
thing of Treaſon in them, have their Anfwer fo fax 
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had His Majeſtie® Command., And althoygh;\Lam7tar 
trom'having been the moſt cautious. man in $aking care 
for,my own ſecurity, ( which-perhaps, my. great inaoz 
cence: hath'been the cauſe of ).,yet I have Not -been;ſo 
wanting of common prudence, as.iq the -moſt mater.al 
Things not to have had His Majeſties,Orgers: and:\Dis 
rections under, His own.Hand;; agg particulazly; forthe 
Letters now. .made uſe 0j-apainſ}t me:(; '> 1:7 125977 


The ſecond I think doth ſcarce need my giving any; - * 


* 


(9) | 
anſwer to it being obvious, that the Arty was nb 
more raiſed by me, than by every Lord in this Houſe: 
And who-ever is in that Station which I hold, muſt 
certainly be a Fool, to deſire any thing which creates a 
want of Money, eſpecially ſo great an one, as the 
Charge of an Army muit neceſſarily.and immediately 
produce. And for one part ofthe Article concerning the 
Pay-Miſter of the Army, it is in ta&t otherwiſe; for 
ſecurity from the Pay-Maſter has been taken in the ſum 
of tour hundred thouſand pounds. | 

The third is of the ſame nature with 'the firſt, and 
comes from the ſame foundation, which 1s, What a 
Gentleman hath thought fit to produce to the Houſe 
' of Commons. I will not now cenſure his aCtion, I 
think it will do enough for its elf ; I will onely fay, 
That although I take it for one of the greateſt misfor- 
tunes which can befall a man, to lieunder fuch a Charge 
of the Houſe of Commons, yet I would much ſooner 
chooſe. to be under that unhappineſs, than under his 
Circumſtances. 

Thefourth Article is not onely falſe in every part of 
it, but it 1s not poſlible to believe it true, without my 
being the greateſt Fool on Earth, as well as the blackeſt 
Villain. For were I capable of ſuch a wickedneſs, yet 
the more wicked any man 1s, the more he 1s carried to 
his own intereſt ; and is it poſſible any thing under 
Heaven can agree leſs with my Intereſt, than the de- 
ftraction of this King ? CanT poſlibly hope to be better 
than Tam? and is it not apparent, thar there isnot one 
mari living, whoſe happineſs depends ſo much as mine 
upon the preſervation of Jus Perſon ? 

My Lords, Iknow there is not a man 1n the world, 
that can in his heart think me guilty of that parr of the 
Article, if I ſhould fay nothing to it. But þeſides, I 

| | B was 
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(10) 
E-[-. was ſo far from concealing this helliſh Plot, that itis no- 
| toriouſly known, His Majeſty -ſent me the firſt notice of 
| - * it, together with Forty three Heads of the Information, 
- | before I knew a ſyllable of it from any body elſe: And 
it hath been own'd at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons 
by him, ( from whom onely I had the Intelligence ) 
that he had all the encouragement and diſpatch 
trom me that I could give him. Beſides, when it was 
F- | diſcloſed to the Council-board, he told ſome of the 
$ Clerks of the Council, (as he had done me divers times 
before) that it would have been much better, and more 
E | - would have been diſcovered, if it had been longer kept 
'3Z private. Beſides this, I had the fortune to be particu- 
E larly inſtrumental in ſeiſing Mr. Co/emay's Papers, with- 
out which care, there had not one of them appear'd, 
and conſequently, the beſt and moſt material Evidence . 
| which is yet of the Plot, had been wholly wanting. 
1 W- And certainly this is the firſt time that any man was 
" accuſed to be the Concealer of that Plot, whereof he hath 
been a principal means of procuring the diſcovery. 

For that part of the Article that ſays, I am Popiſhly 
affected, I thank God, that the contrary is ſo known 
E-- to all the world, that even ſome of thoſe that Voted 1 
E againſt me, did own their knowledge of the falſity of 
| that Allegation ; and IT hopelI have through my whole 
life given ſo good teſtimony of my Religion, both in 
my own Family, and by my Services to the Church, 
(when-ever it hath lain in my power ) that I ſhall not 
need much vindication 1n the: particular: and I hope 
= your Lordſhips will forgive me my weakneſs, in telling 
© | you, that I have a younger Son in the Houſe -of Com- 
E | mons, .whomT ſhall love the better ſo long as I live, for 
moving to have that part of the Article to ſtand againſt 
me,. that by that pattern it might appear,. with what. 
| ſort 
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(1) 
ſort of zeal the whole hath been carried to my prejudice. 

The fifth Article will,, upon examination, appear-to. 
be/ as ill-grounded as any of the reſt; and Iam forry 1 
am able to give one reaſon, which is, that I haveknown 
no Treaſure in my time to waſte, having entred upon an 
empty Treaſury, and never ſeen one farthing given to 
His Majeſty ( 1n almoſt ſix years ) that hath not been- 
appropriated to particular uſes, and ſtrictly ſo applied} 
by me, as the Acts have directed. And there hath not. 
* been one of thoſe Aids which, in ſtead of giving the 
King Money, hath not coſt him more out of liis own: 
Purſe, to the ſame uſes, as doth appear by the larger 
dimenſions of the new Ships, and 10 in other things : 
inſomuch that I take upon methe vanity to ſay, That 
by the Payments I have made to the Navy and Sea- 
men, beyond former times; the paying off the greateſt 
part of the Debt which was ſtopt in the Exchequer be- 
tore my time ; by my own punctuality in the: courſe of 
Payments, and by other things which T am able:to 
ſhew, I doubt not but to appear Meritorious inſtead of 
being Criminal upon that Article. 

As to the ſixth Article, which mentions my great 
Gettings, I canhot deny, but that I ſerve a Maſter, 
whoſe Goodneſs and Bounty hath been a great deal 
more to me than I have deſerved, and to whom I can 
neverpay Gratitude enough by all the Services of my 
life. But when the particulars of thoſe Gettings ſhall 
* appear, it will be tound very contrary to what is ſugge- 
fted abroad; and that in near fix years time in this 
Great Place, I have not got half that, which many 
others have got in leſſer Places in half that time. And 
trom the examination of this, which I deſire may be 
ſeen, there. will ariſe matter to accuſe. my prudence, in 
not having done for my Family what juſtly I might, 
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Bl. (12) 
but nothing to arraign either my Honour, my. Con- 
ſcience, or my faithful Service to the Crown, 

My Lords, if my obedience to the King ſhall not be | 
my crime, I think nothing elfe will ſtick upon me from 
_ theſe Articles: For my own heart flatters me to believe 
that I have done nothing but as a true Proteſtant, and 
2 faithful ſervant both to my King and Countrey. Nay 
I am'as Confident, as. that now I ſpeak, that had I 
either been a Papiſt or Friend to the French, I had not 
been now accuſed. For I have reaſon to believe that * 
th> principal Informer of the Houſe of Commons hath 
been aſſiſted by French advice to this accuſation ; and if 
the Gentleman were as juſt to produce all-he knows 
for. me, as he hath been malicious to ſhew what may be 
lyable to miſconſtruction againſt me, or rather againſt. 
the King ( as indeed it is ) no man could Vindicate me 
more than himfelf. Under whoſe handT have to ſhew, 
how great an Enemy to France I am thought, how 
much TI miglit have had to have been otherwiſe, and 
what he_himſelf might have had for getting me to take- 
it. But Ido not wonder this Gentleman will do me no 
right, when he does not think fit todo it to his Ma- 
jetty ( upon” whom chiefly this matter muſt reflect. ) 
Although he knows, as will appear under his hand, 
that the greateſt invitations to-tus Majeſty for having 
money from France, have been madeby himſelf; that 
if his Majeſty would have been tempted for money, he 
might have fold Towns for as much as if they had been 
his own,and the money have been conveyed as privately 
as he pleaſed : That his. Majeſty might have ads 
matches with Franceif he would have conſented to give 
them Towns ; and yet, that the King hath always ſcorn- 
ed to yield the meaneſt Village, that was not agreed to 
by the Spaniard and ZZolander, That Gentleman nk 
often: 


(12) | 
often pretended how. much his owe wal itt France 

| was dittiiniſhed, . only by being thought my friend. Agd 
beſides diverſe other inſtances I have under his hand ts 
ſhew the malice of the Frexch Court againſt me, 
F ſent two- of his Letters to the Houfe of Commons, + 
which ſhew how Monſieur Ruvigxy was ſent hitheron 
purpoſe to ruine me; which I am wellafſured at this 
time they would rather fee, thari ot- any” one man in 
England. Beſides what that Gentleman could ſay of 
this kind, ( if he pleaſed ) I hope: his Majeſty will 
give me leave ( in my defence \ to fay'in his Preſence 
and in the hearing of diverſe Lords, with-whom I. have 
the Honour to ſitin- the Committee of Foraign Afairs, 
that, which were it not true, :his Majeſty muſt think me 
the impudenteſt and worſt of Men to affem before him, . 
That ever ſince I had the Honour to ſerve his Majeſty 
to-this day, I have delivered it as my conſtant'opimon, 
that France was the worſt Intereſt his Majeſty could. 
embrace, and that they were the Nation-in the World. 
from whom I did believe, he ought to apprehend the 
greateſt danger : and who have both his Perſon and 
Government under the laſt degree of Contempt. For 
which Reaſon alone-( were there no other ) I would. 
never adviſe his Majeſty to truſt to their friendſhip. 

My Lords, tis my great happineſs, that your Lord- 
ſhips are my Judges : whoſe Wifedom and Juſtice are 
ſo great, that you will both diſcern the truth of the 
Evidence when 1t ſhall come before you, and in-the mean: 
time diftinguiſh truly, what the Crimes are(ut they could 
be proved }; and not what they are called, For this 
reaſon this Houle hath Wiſely provided to have the ſpe- 
cial matter before them, to the eni] they may be ſatisfied 
whether the Charge have its right denomination ; for: 
otherwiſe it were to no purpoſe to defire ſpecial n—_ 
unleſs: 


$2 
- unleſs it were toe whether the ſpecial matter alledged 
be what it is called. Asfor example, if a man were 
accuſed for having Traiterouſly paſſed the River in a pair 
of Oars, this is ſpecial matter, and ſtiled Treaſon by 
inſerting the word Traiterouſly ; yet your Lordihips 
would not therefore proceed as taking it for Treaſon. 
So in this caſe, I beg for all your Lordfhips ſakes as 
well as my own, that you will pleaſe to uſe that caution 
which will be neceſlary for all your Lordſhips ſafety 
and ſeats in this Houſe : For I beſeech your Lordſhips 
to conſider, whither ſuch a Preſident may go here- 
after ? What the Houſe of Commons may do in ſuch 
a caſe, there is no Queſtion but his Majeſty may do 
the ſame by his Attorney ; and what either of them 
may do againſt one Lord, they may do againſt more; 
(and we have' ſeen it done in our days againit all the 
Biſhops at once. Were it not very precariouſly then, that 
your Lordſhips hold your ſeats here, when by either of 
theſe ways, as many of your Lordſhips as for a time 
it might be Convenient to remove, ſhould be at the 
mercy of having a thing called Treafon, whether- it 
be 1ſo or no. 

Truly, my Lords, I have reaſon to believe that in 
the Houſe of Commons, the matter of my Charge 
( it proved ) was not thought to amount to Treaſon 
elther by Statue or Common Law ; and I hope your 
Lordſhips have too ſad an Example in your memory, e- 
ver to aſſiſt the making of Treaſon by accumulation. 

I ſhould therefore not only wrong my own inno- 
cence, but the right of the Peers, to ſubmit to anſwer 
matters of miſdemeanour, as a Criminal in Treaſon. 

My Lords, I wonder not at the malicious proſecu- 
tion of thoſe who would have me taken for what they 
truly are. - For I am well aſſured, that neither the 
French 


GaadR, n IT -/ 
French take me to be of their Ter the Papiſts 
to be of their Religion: . B Wo 6 un- 
der ſo ſevere a Cenſure of the Houfe of Commons, 
although I cannot blame them, but my accuſers who 
haveſo wrongfully informed them. | 

My Lords, I will conclude with this comfort, that 
I donot in the leaſt apprehend the matter of my Charge 
under the ſecurity of your Lordſhips Juſtice ; and will 
therefore trouble your Lordſhips no longer at this time, 
but only to pray your Directions, whether I am to 
withdraw, which I ſhall readily obey. 
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